Reading and Annotation Instructions 
What is the point of annotation? 

· Annotation encourages you to read actively and thoughtfully. 

· The reader gets a deeper initial reading and an understanding of the text that lasts 

· Annotation provides you with a useful overview to consult before discussions or writing assignments. 

Important Caveat: The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your reading. 

If annotating as you read annoys you, read a chapter or other designated section, then go back and annotate. 

What should you annotate? 
The possibilities are limitless. Your annotations must include comments. I want to see evidence of thinking. Here are some ideas about what you can annotate: 

1. Look for patterns and label them (word choice, sentence patterns, symbols, images, etc). 

2. Literary devices: themes, similes, metaphors, personification, images, foreshadowing, symbolism, allusions, point of view, tone, mood, etc. 

3. Summarize key events - at the ends of chapters or sections, you could write a bulleted list of key plot events. 

4. Write an alternative title for each chapter or section and explain your thinking. 

5. Vocabulary: circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. You don’t have to write out a full dictionary definition; it is actually more helpful to put the definition into your own words. 

6. Make connections to movies, news events, other texts, & your life 

7. The actions or development of a character. Does the character change? Why? How? 

8. Something that intrigues, impresses, amuses, shocks, puzzles, disturbs, repulses, aggravates, etc. 

9. Mark & comment on passages you think are especially significant, powerful, or meaningful. 

10. Express agreement or disagreement. 

11. Make predictions. 

12. Note anything you would like to know more about or do not understand. 

Annotation Strategies:

· Mark up the margins of your text with words and phrases: ideas that occur to you, notes about things that seem important to you, reminders of how issues in a text may connect with class discussion or course themes. This kind of interaction keeps you conscious of the reasons you are reading as well as the purposes your instructor has in mind. Later in the term, when you are reviewing for a test or project, your marginalia will be useful memory triggers. 

· Develop your own symbol system: asterisk (*) a key idea, for example, or use an exclamation point (!) for the surprising, absurd, bizarre.  Your personalized set of hieroglyphs allow you to capture the important -- and often fleeting -- insights that occur to you as you're reading.  Like notes in your margins, they'll prove indispensable when you return to a text in search of that perfect passage to use in a paper, or are preparing for a big exam.   

· Get in the habit of hearing yourself ask questions: “What does this mean?” “Why is the writer drawing that conclusion?” “Why am I being asked to read this text?” etc.  Write the questions down (in your margins, at the beginning or end of the reading, in a notebook, or elsewhere. They are reminders of the unfinished business you still have with a text: something to ask during class discussion, or to come to terms with on your own, once you’ve had a chance to digest the material further or have done other course reading.

Scoring Rubric: 

A Grade: Annotations are reflective, purposeful and thoughtful. Annotations are spread evenly throughout the entire book. Annotations clearly reveal your thought process. 

B Grade: Annotations are evident throughout most of the text. Annotations lack reflection, purpose or thoughtfulness. Do not clearly reveal your thought process. 

C Grade: Annotations are sporadic, incomplete and/or do not reveal evidence of effort, thought or purpose throughout the text. 

Grades Lower Than a C: Will reflect a lack of reading, possibly in skipped sections or random annotations of insignificant material.
